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promote the happiness and welfare of India. Give us credit for
sincerity and honesty of purpose and do not make our tasks more
difficult by keeping alive the mistakes and errors of the past when
we are striving to allay discontent and to promote better rela-
tions. You allude to the unhappy events of the Punjab of two
years ago. The very regrettable mistakes and excesses committed
on this occasion have been frankly admitted and deplored by
official spokesmen and in official documents on more than one
occasion. Let me quote only one passage by Sir William Vincent
on behalf of the Government of India. The honourable member,
after recalling and condemning the cruel and wanton murders
and crimes of violence that preceded the acts to which you refer,
said: " On the other hand we have over drastic and severe
punishment, the excessive use of force, and acts which have been
interpreted, and I am afraid reasonably interpreted, as calcu-
lated to humiliate the Indian people in a manner which cannot
but be regarded as unpardonable morally, indefensible at any
time, but more so than ever at a time when this country is about
to enter upon a system of responsible government." Mistakes
have been admitted, regrets have been expressed, and the
moving appeal was made to forgive and forget. I refrain from
further discussion in order that I may follow this exhortation.
I shall only add that we must use the past to gather wisdom
to guide us in the present and the future, and to help us to a
closer and more sympathetic understanding of each other.
As you know, I am engaged at present upon the examination
of the cases of persons stiU imprisoned in connection with these
disorders, and I shall shortly announce rny conclusions. Apart
from that, I do not see what purpose can now be served by re-
viving this unhappy chapter of our history, and I ask you, and
through you all Indians who believe in constitutional methods,
to endorse the view taken by the Legislative Assembly last
February to let bygones be bygones, and to regard this chapter
as closed, save for the lessons to be deduced for the guidance
of the future.

You speak in your address of the terms of the Turkish Treaty.
You acknowledge the efforts of the Government of India, and
of the Secretary of State to secure a revision of these terms.
I can assure you that these efforts have not been, and will not
be, in any way relaxed, and that both the Secretary of State
and the Government of India appreciate to the full, and are
deeply sympathetic with, the feelings of Moslem India on this
question. I have so recently expressed my views upon this